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Scouts and Scouters,

Welcome to the Boy Scouts of America Centennial Summer Camp Season!

We look forward to a great year of summer camp activities at Camp
Geronimo and Camp Raymond. The camp experience is always an excellent
forum for Troop and Team members to hone their skills and develop new
ones while having fun in the great Arizona outdoors.

This year, as in some previous years, it is possible that some National
Forest lands may be closed to public access. We remain steadfast in our
commitment to providing the best program possible if the surrounding
Forest lands are closed. We urge you to consult our talented program
staff upon arrival for tips, options and suggestions on in-camp programs.

We appreciate your patience and understanding over these past years as
we battled repeated drought, bark beetles, fires, floods and other
challenges. Both Camp Geronimo and Camp Raymond have benefited from
our Capital Campaign funds in many ways thanks to your generosity. Our
staffs are ready to help facilitate an outstanding program for you and
your scouts this summer.

Enjoy camp! Sincerely,

Jeff Nelson
VICE PRESIDENT, PROGRAM

Matthew Dahlgran
COUNCIL PROGRAM DIRECTOR
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ABOUT THIS BOOK
This book is geared to inform not only the Scouter who is sure his troop
is coming to camp, but also for the prospective troop. You will find clear
descriptions of what camp has to offer in merit badge programs, high
adventure activities, patrol and troop competitions and special features.
Feel free to copy any part of this book to help your planning (especially
Facts to Know on page 31) and distribute them to Scouts, parents, and
others mentioned on page 30.

An almanac is a guidebook of sorts in that it collects hundreds of facts
and data into a handy pamphlet for easy reference. We hope you will find
this almanac complete. But, if some question is not answered, please feel
free to contact the Grand Canyon Council Scout Service Center:

2969 North Greenfield Road
Phoenix, Arizona 85016-7715

(602) 955-7747

WHY BOY SCOUTS NEED RESIDENT CAMPS
The Boy Scout program is based on many outdoor skills and, by learning
and using these skills, Boy Scouts prepare for responsible adult lives.

Troop meetings, hikes, and overnight camps give boys the opportunity for
advancement, leadership experience, and the ability to live with others
under the wise counsel of a Scoutmaster who sets an example for the
boys he leads.

Resident Camp, usually 6 or 7 days in length, is the highlight of the
troop’s year-round program. In this Boy Scout training center, boys live
Scouting’s ideals, participate as members of a patrol, make strides in
their personal growth, have opportunities for advancement, and other
meaningful programs.

With a trained staff, the Resident Camp helps the troop, the patrol, and
the individual Boy Scout. The resident camp experience strengthens the
troop by providing a goal toward which the troop can strive to prepare
throughout the year. Resident Camp is an integral part of a troop’s total
program.

Quality of the Resident Camp Program speaks for itself. If the camp
program is up to—and beyond—the expectations of boys and leaders,
they return for more.
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ABOUT CAMP GERONIMO
Located in the shadows of the magnificent Mogollon
Rim on nearly 200 acres of forest and meadows, Camp
Geronimo is surrounded by over 5,000 acres of
ponderosa forest in the Webber Creek water shed.
Trails lead from camp taking Scouts to the top of the
rim, where they can stand at the very edge of the
Colorado Plateau and view hundreds of square miles of
the Tonto National Forest.

Geronimo has 29 campsites, a swimming pool, small lake, craft center,
archery range, 16 point rifle range, a black powder range, and a stable of
horses. Troops may eat at the central dining hall or supply their own
meals. One of the finest camps in the Western Region, Geronimo brings
one of the best staffs together to deliver an exceptional camp program.

CAMP GERONIMO HISTORY
The Boy Scouts of America was incorporated on February 8, 1910, and in
that year Scouting came to Arizona. According to National Council
records, E. P. Cole of Whipple Barracks, Prescott and Clarence R. Craig of
Phoenix became our first commissioned Scoutmasters. On June 15, 1916,
the Boy Scouts of America was chartered by Congress and in the same
year the first council in Arizona was chartered and located in Prescott.

On April 26, 1921, a meeting was held at
the Coffee Cup Cafe in Mesa and Arizona’s
second Scout Council was organized by a
group of community, civic and religious
leaders, and was named Apache Council.

About the same time, a similar group met and formed the Phoenix Council.
On September 16, 1921, a meeting was called to order at 8PM in the
Tempe National Bank Building and the two Councils agreed to consolidate
into one. On December 10, 1921, a charter was granted and the Theodore
Roosevelt Council was born. Later, in 1993, the Theodore Roosevelt
Council and Grand Canyon Council consolidated to become Grand Canyon
Council.

Records are vague, but it seems the first summer camp was in 1921, at
Iron’s Ranch, near Superior. Then evidently it was moved to where the
Payson-Pine Highway crosses the East Verde River. Donald H. Biery was
Camp Director.
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By 1922, the name Camp Geronimo became official and the camp was
moved to Hewitt Station, Magma, Arizona and was attended by
seventy-five Scouts.

In 1923, Camp Geronimo had one hundred eighty-six Scouts and was
located at Groom Creek, near Prescott.

During the summer of 1924, Camp Geronimo had found a permanent
location on Tonto Creek. In 1931, the Council purchased a bus to drive
Scouts to camp and started a building program. During the winter of
1932, the Horton Creek Fish Hatchery was destroyed by snow and the
salvage was sold to Geronimo for one dollar and was rebuilt into a dining
hall.

In 1934, a proposal was made to change the camp’s name to Camp Franklin
Roosevelt. The proposal was not accepted. Geronimo was attended by
four hundred and four Scouts that summer.

The camp bus was traded in 1936 for lumber to continue building the
camp, and in 1937 a pool was built.

The camp continued to operate at that location during the war years. In
1954, a Camp Development Committee was appointed to investigate a new
site for Geronimo. The Kohl’s Ranch area was becoming a popular place to
escape the summer heat and a less crowded location was needed.

In 1956, the current Camp Geronimo opened at
the historic Spade Ranch on nearly 200 acres
of forest and meadow, surrounded by over
5,000 acres of Ponderosa Pine in the Webber
Creek Watershed. Scouts and Scouters have
camped and hiked the trails of the Spade Ranch
and have carried on the great traditions
established for over 50 years.

A wonderful adventure awaits you and your Scouts as you experience the
challenge and mystique of Geronimo, the best camp in the west.


